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				Chapter 9

				The Return of the Real Superman

				The second coming of Jesus Christ will mark the beginning of a new phase of history which the Bible calls the “Day of the Lord.” What a super day it will be! Jesus will return to the planet earth, and with Him will be His chosen from throughout all of history. For twenty centuries, Christians everywhere have looked forward to the glorious appearing of Christ at His second coming. The Bible refers to it as “the blessed hope” in Titus 2:13.

				His Coming Foretold

				Christ’s future return is one of the major themes of the Bible. Jesus, on a number of occasions spoke on the subject of His future return. Two of several many references are found in John 14:3 and Matthew 24:29-30: “‘I will come back,’ Jesus said, ‘and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am’” (John 14:3).

					On anther occasion, Jesus told His disciples:

					“Immediately after the distress of those days, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.”

					“At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:29-30).

					At the time of Christ’s ascension into heaven on a cloud, two angels appeared and announced to the on-lookers that their Lord would return in the same manner that He left 
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				(Acts 1:11).

					The apostles Peter and Paul, in their letters to the church-es, wrote that Jesus was coming again. These references in-clude Philippians 3:20; 1 Thessalonians 4:15-16; Titus 2:13; 1 Peter 1:7, 13; and Hebrews 9:28.

				Signs of His Return

				Even when Jesus walked the earth and ministered to the mul-titudes, there was much talk about His future return and the setting up of His Father’s Kingdom on earth.

					One day, on the Mount of Olives, several of the apostles asked Jesus to tell them what would be the signs of His sec-ond coming and the end of the age. The answers Jesus gave them are found in Matthew, chapter twenty-four.

					To summarize what Jesus told them, He said there would be a number of distinct conditions that will characterize the time of the end. There will be deceivers—false Messiahs coming in His name, claiming, “I am the Christ.” There will be wars and rumors of wars, famines and earthquakes. Chris-tians will be persecuted and some of them martyred. Many people will turn away from God. Lawlessness will increase.

					Jesus confirmed to His apostles that the Antichrist was coming before the end of the age and before the second com-ing. Jesus referred to the Antichrist as the “abomination that causes desolation” (Matthew 24:15). He said the Antichrist will bring distress upon the world such as the world has nev-er before known.

				The Return

				Jesus came to this earth the first time to inaugurate the first phase of God’s everlasting new covenant with His children. The second phase—His “second coming” (literally “pres-ence,” from the Greek parousia), at the end of this age, will 
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				be for His “sheep”—those “chosen in Him” by God before creation (Ephesians 1:4), both those who “sleep” (have phys-ically died) and those who are alive and remain:

					But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not pre-cede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and re-main will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words (1Thessalonians 4:13-18).

					Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering to-gether to Him, that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God. Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was tell-ing you these things? And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be revealed. For the mys-tery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now 
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				restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.

					But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctifi-cation by the Spirit and faith in the truth. It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us (2 Thes-salonians 2:1-15).

					Listen, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory” (1 Corinthians 15:51-54).

					When will all this happen? When will all these new crea-
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				tures in Christ be “raised” and “gathered” to Him?

					In 1 Thessalonians 4:16, Paul wrote that it will take place “at the last trumpet.” This trumpet is actually the seventh of the book of Revelation that will be sounded at the time of the end and it has one major importance: it signals the coming of Jesus Christ.

					Jesus mentioned this trumpet when He prophesied about His second coming. He said the Son of Man will come on the clouds of the sky and then “he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other” (Matthew 24:31).

					Jesus said that after the distress of the Antichrist’s perse-cution of the Church (during the last half of Daniel’s seven-tieth week), then He will return and have His angels gather His “sheep” from throughout the world.

					Paul wrote to the Thessalonians that those “asleep” in Christ will be raised immediately before those who are “alive and remain” will be gathered together in the heavens to be with the returning Christ.

				The Super Kingdom

				Following Christ’s return, He will defeat the Antichrist and his evil forces in a very real battle which is symbolically called the battle of “Armageddon.” (See Revelation 19-20) He will cast the Antichrist and the False Prophet and all the people who are not true Christians into a horrible place that the Bible describes as an eternal lake of burning sulfur.

					This, then, is but a brief telling of that coming day when Jesus Christ will return.

					If the comic-strip Superman were a real person living in that future time, his super powers could not to even begin to match the unimaginable supernatural powers of Jesus Christ. 
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Chapter 9
The Return of the Real Superman

The second coming of Jesus Christ will mark the beginning
of a new phase of history which the Bible calls the “Day
of the Lord.” What a super day it will be! Jesus will return
to the planet earth, and with Him will be His chosen from
throughout all of history. For twenty centuries, Christians
everywhere have looked forward to the glorious appearing
of Christ at His second coming. The Bible refers to it as “the
blessed hope™ in Titus 2:13.

His Coming Foretold

Christ’s future return is one of the major themes of the Bible.
Jesus, on a number of occasions spoke on the subject of His
future return. Two of several many references are found in
John 14:3 and Matthew 24:29-30: ““I will come back,’ Jesus
said, ‘and take you to be with me that you also may be where
Tam’” (John 14:3).

On anther occasion, Jesus told His disciples:

“Immediately after the distress of those days, the sun
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the
stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will
be shaken.”

“At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear
in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn.
They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of
the sky, with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:29-
30).

At the time of Christ’s ascension into heaven on a cloud,

two angels appeared and announced to the on-lookers that
their Lord would return in the same manner that He left
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